
 

 

Background and objectives: 

Gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls 

are central drivers of sustainable development. Despite 

progress in some areas, Arab countries continue to face 

significant challenges. Building on the foundational 2020 

report, the upcoming Arab Gender Gap Report 2025 

assesses regional progress as the 2030 SDG deadline 

approaches, highlighting key trends, persistent challenges, 

and good practices across Arab States. 

 

The objective of launching the “Arab Gender Gap Report 

2025” is to provide the latest data and analyses on the 

progress towards gender equality across all 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals, particularly Goal 5. This report 

highlights key trends, gaps, and setbacks aiming to inform 

policymakers, stakeholders, and the public, and to 

recommend actionable steps to eliminate gender disparities. 

Questions to be addressed: 

• How can we implement policies that ensure equal 
opportunities and address gender-based violence (SDG 
5)? 

• What steps are needed to ensure women’s access to 
comprehensive facility services, clean water, and 
affordable energy (SDGs 6 & 7)? 

• How can we best support women’s economic 
empowerment and ensure safe public spaces (SDGs 5 & 
11)? 

• How can gender-disaggregated data and multi-
stakeholder partnerships be leveraged to inform targeted 
interventions (SDG 17)? 

• Ms. Nadya Khalife 
Regional Advisor for Gender Equality, 

ESCWA 

 

Opening Remarks: 

• Dr. Moez Doraid 
Regional Director for Arab States, UN 

Women 

 

Panelists: 
 

• H.E. Ambassador Hilde Haraldstad 

Ambassador of Norway to Lebanon 

 

• Ms. Loubna Ezzedine 

Community leader, mediator, social and 

environmental activist, Lebanon 

 

• Ms. Amal Hamidosh 

Executive Director, Snack Souri, Syria 

 

• Ms. Fadia Jouma’a 

• Mr. Mustafa, for your review: Should we keep 

all speakers grouped under 'Panelists' as 

currently formatted, or would you prefer we 

separate them into 'Opening Remarks', 

'Presenters', and 'Panelists'?  

Journalist, mediator, and environmental 

activist, Lebanon 

 

• Ms. Ahmed Luabei 

Director General, Ministry of Justice, 

Iraq 

 

• Mr. Samia Qasem Melhem 

Head of Warjin Organization, Iraq 
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Insights from the Arab Gender 
Gap Report 2025 

Tuesday 19 May 2026, 10:30 - 12:00 Beirut time 
 

This special session is organized as an online event. To participate, please register here. 

 

Moderator 
• Mustafa Khawaja 

Head of Statistical Policies and Coordination 
Unit, ESCWA, Lebanon 

Opening Remarks 
• Dr. Tarik Alami 

Deputy Executive Secretary for Programme 
Support (OIC), Acting Director, Statistics, 
Information Society and Technology Cluster, 
and Director of the Governance and Conflict 
Prevention Cluster, ESCWA, Lebanon 

• Dr. Moez Doraid 
Regional Director, UN Women Regional Office 
for the Arab States, Egypt 

 

Presenter 

• Dominique Kanobana  
Statistics Specialist, UN Women Regional Office 
for the Arab States, Egypt 

• Dana El Soussi  
Research Assistant, Statistical Policies and 
Coordination Unit, ESCWA, Lebanon 

 

Panelists 

• Zaina Aljallad 
Professor of International Law and Director of 
Palestine Land Studies Center, American 
University of Beirut, Lebanon 

• Ali bin Suleiman Al-Faliti 
Responsible for Population Statistics, GCC-STAT, 
Oman 

• Amani Joudeh 
Head of the Gender Statistics Division, 
Department of Statistics, Jordan 

• Nada Nashat  
Head of Public Participation and International 
Advocacy, Center for Egyptian Women's Legal 
Assistance, Egypt 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_35yFRFTVSpOx5wxpKM5PzA#/registration

